
South Dakota Partners in Education is excited to work with your 
family on your student’s education journey. Finding the right school 
for your child can be hard, and we believe that tuition costs should 
not be a barrier for any student. Parents should be able to determine 
the school that is best for their child.

If you are interested in applying for a tax-credit scholarship, you’re 
in the right place. The application for the 2026-2027 school year 
will open January 26, 2026.

For Families

Interested in knowing if your child 
qualifies for a scholarship?

Visit our website at:  
sdpartnersinedu.org

Students can apply at any grade level - K-12. 
Qualifying students must be income eligible. 

South Dakota Partners in Education  •  PO Box 886  •  Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Empower | Engage  |     Enrich

Follow these Steps

Scan the QR code or visit 
sdpartnersinedu.org/families 
Review the Parent Handbook to 
learn more about our program and to 
confirm you are eligible to apply for a 
tax-credit scholarship. 

Complete the application form through TADS. SDPE will 
review completed applications to determine eligibility. 
The application deadline is May 31, 2026.

Complete your school enrollment process. 
Be sure your school of choice is an SDPE partner and has 
completed all membership requirements.

View particitpating schools and application at 

sdpartnersinedu.org/families
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Scholarship Granting Organization
South Dakota Partners in Education (SDPE) is the SGO for granting tax-
credit scholarships in the state of South Dakota. We partner with families, 
schools, donors, and the state of South Dakota to help empower families 
with educational choice.

A Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization that receives contributions from donors and grants educational 
scholarships to eligible students in South Dakota. Insurance companies that 
contribute to SGOs participating in the program can receive a tax credit. 

For more information about SGOs and South Dakota’s Partners in Education 
tax credits, visit the South Dakota Division of Insurance.

We honor the income level that originally qualified the student, or we use the lower-income level of a subsequent 
application submitted before the time to reapply. A qualifying income cannot be more than what is listed below.

Qualifying Income Scale

Private school tuition 
can be expensive. 
We help make it 
affordable.
Every parent wants their children to 
be in the best learning environment 
for their particular needs. South Da-
kota Partners in Education empowers 
parents with tuition support so parents 
can choose the school that’s right for 
their children, regardless of cost.
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INCOME ELIGIBILITY LIMITS  The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch | Act, 42 U.S.C. 1751, et seq. | Effective from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026

Income scale is updated every year by the Department of Agriculture, and released April/May of each year.

Eligibility Cycle:
To enable SDPE to track the year a 
student must reapply, we label each 
student with the year they qualified. 
The Category Code designations also 
recognize that the law allows stu-
dents that qualify in high school to be 
eligible until they graduate from high 
school. Those qualifying in 9th grade 
are then eligible without reapplying. 
If a student’s 3 year eligibility over-
laps with them entering 9th grade, 
the family may choose to reapply at 
9th grade and receive the high school 
rate or stay at the same rate and wait 
until the initial eligibility runs out.

Household 
Size

Free  
Lunch Income 

Level

Reduced 
Lunch Income 

Level

150%
Of Reduced Lunch 

Income Level

200%
 Reapplying  

Students Only

2 $27,495 $39,128 $58,692 $78,256

3 $34,645 $49,303 $73,954 $98,606

4 $41,795 $59,478 $89,217 $118,956

5 $48,945 $69,653 $104,479 $139,306

6 $56,095 $79,828 $119,742 $159,656

7 $63,245 $90,003 $135,004 $180,006

8 $70,395 $100,178 $150,267 $200,356
For each additional 
family member, add $7,150 $10,175 $15,262 $20,350


